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Spring Valley School is a dynamic, growing elementary school dedicated to ensuring the academic success of every student
and providing a safe and comprehensive educational experience. The school has an energetic staff who pride themselves
on the success of their students. The Spring Valley family concept is incorporated in the daily routine of the staff and has
become part of the school’ s culture. The result is a warm and friendly atmosphere where parents and staff work together
for the benefit of the Spring Valley School students. Our PTA has grown into one of the most involved and productive
associations in our area. During a typical school year, they work hard to provide field trips, a movie night, science fair,
winter ball, fall fiesta and other events which we have adapted this year to support our distance learning model. Spring
Valley School’ s mission is to prepare students for leadership and responsible, productive participation in a changing
world. This is accomplished by working in partnership with families and the community to help students become problem
solvers and critical thinkers. We work together to promote the students' intellectual, physical, emotional, social, ethical,
and cultural development and have implemented a Positive Behavior Intervention & Support (PBIS) model. We continue
to refine our implementation of the California Common Core State Standards and are currently focusing on writing as a
way to build our students' capacity to express their development as robust thinkers. Science is also a major focus. We
implemented a Science Fair for our third through fifth grade students that was very successful last year. With an eye on
developing the Next Generation Science Standards, all grade levels participate in related field trips, even in the current
virtual environment. We include character education by focusing on specific character traits throughout the year
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Spring Valley School’ s facilities are in good shape and are constantly monitored for maintenance purposes. Our portable
was newly constructed where our childcare is housed as a result of the passage of the Measure X bond. New siding was
put up last year. We are completing the addition of another portable to be used as a classroom due to increased
enrollment and class size reduction. New structures were built in front of the school office, between the second and third
corridor; this includes a playground area as well as new roofing. New walkways and railings were constructed to make the
school compliant per the American Disabilities Act. Restrooms were remodeled and work beneath our building’ s
infrastructure was completed. More information about our facilities and the master plan can be found on the district’ s
Web site. We have a sizable playground for our children to play on. The City of Millbrae has completed renovation of our
grass field and continues upkeep throughout the school year. We have a daily custodian and one half-time night custodian
who keep our facilities clean. Classrooms are cleaned every other day and restrooms are cleaned daily. District
maintenance picks up litter, removes graffiti, maintains landscaping and responds to site work orders as needed. A
teacher-driven vegetable garden project continues this year. The teachers have created several raised beds with an
irrigation system and composting area for students and staff.
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The Millbrae community has traditionally been very supportive of its school system. At Spring Valley, parents actively
support the schools in a variety of ways with a large majority attending the Back-to-School Night, Open House, and parent-
teacher conferences. Parents volunteer to provide computer and math clubs as well as support our garden/orchard,
library and art programs when we are on campus. Some of these programs have been adapted to the distance learning
model in the interim. Parents also participate in the School Site Council, coordinate Heritage Days, the Fall Fiesta, Variety
Show, a musical, bingo night and movie night. During distance learning, parents volunteered to facilitate creating a school
mural and offering a Family Fun event and Story Night virtually. We sponsor parent education activities several times a
year.. We have a very active PTA that takes responsibility for an extensive student-activities program. Each classroom has
a head classroom parent representative to help with field trips, class projects (including Art in Action), and school events.
Parent volunteers are an essential part of Spring Valley School. . Our PTA has a vice president of volunteerism. Our principal
holds a Principal’ s Coffee Chat each month as an opportunity to keep parents up to date on school initiatives, to answer
questions and to keep communication open. A weekly newsletter from the principal and monthly newsletter from the PTA
are also published.
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In a traditional school year, staff and parent volunteers monitor the school grounds before and after school as well as at
all recesses and at lunch time. Teachers continue to regularly review the school rules for safe, responsible behavior in the
school and on the playground aa well as in the virtual, online environment. When the school campus is open, visitors
must sign in at the office, where they receive a volunteer sticker to wear during their stay. Emergency preparedness is a
high priority in the Millbrae School District. Each school, in collaboration with the San Mateo Sheriff’ s Department, has
developed and implemented a School Safety Plan that provides emergency response and procedures based on the county-
wide Big 5 Protocols. When on campus hold regular fire, earthquake, and other emergency drills. The school’ s Safety
Plan was last revised in August 2019. Spring Valley’ s parents will witness the updating of the school’ s Safety Plan took
place November 2019. It was approved by the school’ s advisory group at their January meeting. In 2020. The group
reviewed a plan for pandemic disease procedures that was added in consultation with the San Mateo Public Health
Department. We are currently working on revising the safety plan again this year and have developed a school wide safety
committee that continues to evaluate the plan each year.
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District and site funds pay for our part-time reading specialist and our English Learner aide, instructional aide and a PE
teacher. Our Millbrae Education Foundation pays for a shared music and band teacher, a science coach and an enrichment
program. Our PTA raises funds for classroom supplies, field trips, library books, special assemblies, and many other items
and activities that are important to our school program. Their fund-raising efforts include an annual Heritage Day Dinner
and Fall Fiesta, silent auction, book fair and other fund drives.
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Millbrae School District provides two days during the school year for all teachers to attend professional development. This
year, the focus is student wellness and implementing new curriculum. Students are dismissed early on Wednesdays to
allow time for teachers to collaborate and support each other, both within and across department and grade levels.
Teachers meet with the principal once a month or as needed. The focus is on student achievement; utilizing common
assessments to gear instructional practices. Currently our staff is focusing on new Social Emotional Learning Program and
implementing the newly adopted Twig Science program. In addition, teachers are planning units in all subject areas that
correspond to the California Common Core State Standards and the Next Generation Science Standards.
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